
New Landscape Code Reduces
Water Demand While
Supporting Local Wildlife &
Pollinators

Broomfield, CO

https://waternow.org/


WaterNow Alliance and Western Resource
Advocates (WRA) partnered with the City and
County of Broomfield to develop and pass an
ordinance addressing water efficient landscapes
and irrigation in new and redevelopment projects.
The team researched other municipal codes, best
practices, and technical elements to draft ordinance
language, then refined it after organizing and
receiving community feedback. WaterNow and
WRA also created communication, engagement,
and educational materials, and supported
Broomfield staff in developing a supplemental
Landscape Reference Manual to help implement the
ordinance. 

Our Approach
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Broomfield’s new ordinance—among one of the strongest in Colorado—limits high-water use turf to
30% of the total landscaped area and seed mix blends to less than 20% cool-season turf species in
most new and redevelopment projects. Unanimously adopted in August 2023, this ordinance will
help Broomfield meet its 2040 goal of reducing system-wide water demand by 10%, while lowering
customer water bills, supporting resilient landscapes, and benefiting local wildlife, pollinators, and
the environment.

Impact
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Facing rapid growth and increasing water demand, Broomfield
identified outdoor water use—60–70% of its annual water supply—as a
major opportunity for conservation. With climate change and drought
threatening future supplies, Broomfield prioritized waterwise
landscaping a key sustainability strategy. Having little existing code
that addressed this, Broomfield aimed to reduce irrigation demand in
new and redevelopment projects by promoting low water, climate-
appropriate landscapes and efficient irrigation – boosting long term
resilience and supporting its 2040 water efficiency goals.

Key Drivers
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As of January 1, 2024, all new development and
redevelopment projects in Broomfield must comply
with the new landscape ordinance (Chapter 17-70).
The code includes some of Colorado’s most
stringent turfgrass limits, capping turf at 30% of the
total landscaped area and prohibiting grass blends
with more than 20% cool-season grass species, like
Kentucky Bluegrass. It also bans turfgrass in parking
lots, requires EPA WaterSense-certified irrigation
systems with rain sensors, and mandates low-water
plants from an approved list. A Landscape
Reference Manual supports compliance with clear
design criteria, plant lists, and water budgeting
tools.

How It Works
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https://library.municode.com/co/broomfield/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17-70LACO
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/watersense-labeled-controllers
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hqcgBZIZh-moVEUcJGJNWFw7TZvBiQJ5psgRw3qmWow/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hqcgBZIZh-moVEUcJGJNWFw7TZvBiQJ5psgRw3qmWow/edit?tab=t.0


How It works
New Ordinance Applicability

Must Comply with New
Ordinance/Code?

Homeowner without proposed renovations/redevelopment No

Property owner replaces all front and backyard landscaping. No

HOA replaces common area landscaping. No

Property owner adds an uncovered porch. No

Property owner adds a small garage, expanding gross floor area by 20%. No

Homeowner adds a second floor, expanding gross floor area by more than 65%. Yes

Business owner adds an addition, expanding gross floor area by 65%. Yes

The primary building on a property is completely demolished and rebuilt. Yes

A new mixed-use neighborhood is built. Yes

A business owner expands their existing 8-space parking lot adding 8 new spaces. Yes

Case Study Title   |   #New Landscape Code Reduces Water Demand While Supporting Local Wildlife & Pollinators   |   6



How It Works

Single-Family Individual Lot
Landscape

Example: Single-family individual lot landscape
with 7,000 square feet (sq ft) of total
residential property area and 1,222 sq ft of
visible front and side yards:

Calculating Maximum Turfgrass (sq ft):
visible front and side yard (sqft)                                      1222 
max proportion of turf grass (30%)                              × 0.30
max total turf grass (sq ft)                                                367

Calculating Maximum Non-Living Plant Materials (sq ft):
visible front and side yard (sqft)                                      1222 
max proportion of non-living plant materials (25%)    × 0.25
max total non-living plant materials (sq ft)                    306
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I would tout [the new Ordinance] as one of the most

restrictive along the Front Range, Broomfield

definitely got ahead of that curve.“
– Judy Hammer, Broomfield’s Principal Planner
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Broomfield’s water efficient landscape
ordinance laid the foundation for additional
conservation efforts—like another ordinance
that set an outdoor watering schedule—and
supports the community’s broader strategy to
reduce system-wide water demand. It also
positions Broomfield as a statewide leader in
sustainable, climate-resilient development. 

The Path Forward
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Broomfield adapted code language from neighboring municipalities like
Aurora and Thornton, showing the value of building on regional
examples. 

Involving both land use planners and water department staff ensured the
ordinance aligned with conservation goals and development trends.

Gathering input from experts and the general public helped tailor the
ordinance to Broomfield’s unique needs and values.

Key Takeaways
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Additional Resources
Water Use and Drought Restrictions
Information on Broomfield’s new Water Use Ordinance that went into effect just one year after this collaboration!

Broomfield, CO Project Accelerator Summary
Additional information on the Broomfield Accelerator Project

Broomfield Landscape Ordinance FAQ Sheet

Colorado Sun News Article: Colorado cities accelerate turf wars with new construction bans, public median rip-outs

Broomfield Landscape Code Explainer

CWW Article: Broomfield Passes New Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance

CWCB Water Plan Grant Annual Report FY22-23

Broomfield Enterprise Article: Broomfield 'got ahead of that curve,' to change concept of a classic lawn

Turf Conversion Database

https://broomfield.org/4249/Water-Use-and-Drought-Restrictions/WaterUseandDroughtRestrictions
https://waternow.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Broomfield-CO-Case-Study-1.pdf
https://waternow.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Broomfield-FAQ-Formatted_v2.pdf
https://coloradosun.com/2023/10/10/colorado-cities-turf-bans-grass-removal/
https://waternow.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Broomfield-Code-Explainer_Formatted.pdf
https://coloradowaterwise.org/resources/Documents/Newsletter/Winter%202023%20FINAL.pdf
https://dnrweblink.state.co.us/CWCB/0/edoc/222620/WPGAnnualReport2023.pdf
https://www.broomfieldenterprise.com/2024/01/25/city-says-broomfields-new-water-wise-landscaping-ordinance-is-one-of-the-best-in-colorado/
https://tapin.waternow.org/turf-conversion-database/


Erie, CO Moab, UT Fort Lupton, CO

related projects

Water Efficient Landscape
Ordinance Development to reduce
outdoor water demand in new
development and redevelopment

Water Wise Landscaping Code for
New Development to increase water
supply resilience in new
development and redevelopment

Integrating WaterWise Principles
into Land Use Planning 
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https://waternow.org/project/summer-21-project-moab-ut/
https://waternow.org/project/fort-lupton-co/
https://waternow.org/project/erie-co/
https://waternow.org/project/summer-21-project-moab-ut/
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info@waternow.org

waternow.org

Contact
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