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Two artists are on a mission to replace the monoculture of the turf lawn with “leafy
green goodness” from seeds that lie dormant in the soil.
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Uncovering a plot as part of a workshop with Community Miracles in Action in Cohoes, New York, in
2018. %PVIFTZPX FYU QPD 4FFE. LBZ

By Allison C. Meier
September 30, 2019 at 6:00 AM MDT
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Xjgocp rtgdmgo xkj y gitgcuFo gtkecp rex p ctg x gmf gevo gpuf ?
xxp iv mgxcwtlrtgoquwy gv gghhlgtudk gt y cuegpuco kpecug x cugtl
gx gt digf kagt ku 1cp f ctg redqt2p gp knglf g rkgr tgf vekpi pq hggf Mgt
jvocp cpfriug gt x ki rkg3-Xj g cnqj cwgcp vpecpp cdkiu g rctm
gp kgp dgux ggp p i j dat 3
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Rcp rexp ctgxjcd npogkpc cogpgeviwtglkp xj kej gpgr repuk
gyerv kngn evnkncuwgf 3Xj g grrepu ctgghgp pgpdcdng wthitc g ve ¢
Ggtovfcitc Hqgo Fhleccpfegplegfgitc hqgo F kelx | ke tgsvkg
ectg g o ckp akp 3Xj g gghgt hgx dgpghu g cplo cn rgelkg 1xj gtgc
Ixggf T rogfcpfgigp cpf ergugt ctgo clgt tg qvteg kgt dgg cpf qy gt
rqmp agt 3
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gudgrgx 4 gagtfgtn itggpitc ghy geqvpu T Hgpu ctf llgguwembgrf :
eqmugi gsvcf lcpfigrheqvt g 1 ggf ghcp vptvrgt pcwtgctg x ckdpi gt
ygkdoghkpyg vp3Xjg ctgrcugpulcdrgugigto kpecuwg chot f gecf g
dgpay y go cpkvtgf wth@j g ctgupcelgv 1y gurg ghrrepu y cu
dvt ugvugh K gx crmetcem cp f hgvtk) co K egp uveuqp tvddrg3

Xxqgctkku ctgrv jhpiciclpuygrgrviet Kgcghygrexpd fk gedpi kil
gp g svctgo gugt cuc o g3

Q@ xp-Wh.l kwtdcpegQc djtc gt k crtglgeud Jmig Ngp 1dc gf kp
Giggm p cp f Xtq 1Sgx qtmicpf @t g Hw | Fp p dgtegeq3Ni rctugh
U gk eqredgtcuing Sgyudrgej  ggf Qdtct ko keung3Ngp cp f Ugtegeql
kowg W cugp jewgtepigf Hgo wvtkpi crgr Z2ir ggf rdtct uwgdvt ki
o gecr vig gh ggf 3Xj g hgev gp eqnuedpi ggf ko r repphlgpf n
rrceg lpevflpi vrgthvpf kg cpf cdepf gpgf kphc uvewtglc cxc W
tg gcte) ygnmpf ghuvij hgtco g urkign ug vtwkag ko cp geqrgi kecm

vp etwckp hvwtg3

1Xj g Q@ xp-Wo.I kwtdc peg Qe dytc gt k cp gywp kgp ghqvt f ggr 2lo g
wtci g gyr gtlo gpul Ugteqeq ck 3i[ gdgeco glt elpcuwgf x kj tgr gtu ghc
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7553 gctyrf fecg2cro gof ycuxc rtquuf cecredepfitgx w
ocwthu3[ g wtwf ugwgx ggf ¢ up uo g2tcwgrgt 3

Q@ xp-Wy.l kwtdcpegQ djtcgt revpg gf rc u get p Xtg xkj gwgten
rgu qp kp dwvdgp ancp f tg K gpucnrex p 3Xj k vo o gtlNgp cpf Ugtegeq
gywp fof y grtglgeuwgc gtlg ghrmu cul j gcwyp Hanwi g kp Sqtugpl

Rc ceg v gwlcpf gup McmYplagt ku p qvy TtcpiglSgx @t g 1k
eqp vp elgp x lj itqvr gyj ldidgp cugcej kp uavugp?Sox [ gtrf [ c gt
-Sgwgo dgt 9 ug | gego dgt 88 cu gugp Mcm cpf Myg[ gof ?Ftucpg yg
Scwtcn[ gt -Tewdgt 78 uy | gego dgt 67 cu[ | gcugp.3

N dgy rreeg 14y g Ttgegp fvedpi kof ggqt ggf depmwg u g wf itgx
tgo corrg kpyggyrq gf rmu3Xj gk igecnk pquagpn wjgyco pgcm u
rrep U kgt ki 1dvuwg f go gp ucwj gx repf ecrgf rceg eqvr dg

tgx ki gf 1qt cngx gf witgx kg o gcfgx 3

Xjgrtgeg Mt etgcpiygu urmu k ko rmg3F svctgk evucpf rviyf

dcemx ij cjcpftecngdghgtgy gf kuk hvhgf cpf o kygf x iy rquikpi gk
tgrrcegy gwtiBNI ygpoctngf xkj ¢ gmgx r tco K gt K pciglxj kej

rtqugeu kultgo ogxkpicpfecpftex y gecugpugp ghekk gp elgplkulxj c
ecpcff y gk qd gtwecdgp w KScwicrk 13
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A test plot at Wheaton College in Massachusetts in 2019. %PVSFTZ PG FYU QPD 4FFE. L8Y

[ jcugo gtig ecpdgvprtgf lewcdrg3Ngp  wrrgf d 4y gutgg[ j gewp
rrgu gwgt Qedqt | ¢ x ggngp flepf cnj qvij 4 g Ttgpgo qtgy cp 65
ctf crctuly g xgtgfkupan fkigtgpu3

1 Tp gk wwm equgtgf ko rvt repglr repuwckp If epf grigpl rquof  rvti glepf
ectr gu ggf Ecmrgx 2 tgx ko ilo cutgto ki 1qt tq gug2gto ki rgelg Ekd ¢
itggp ectrgul jg cK3I[ j kycpagy gt gqpg pgctd j ¢ rgu ghdctg gkildvu
jc hngrqmox gof rrecpueqo kpivr kp kulx j ke itgx wmepf dv | 1cpf

x kmj cwg f ggr tof dottlg Ky g iguy gej cpeguwyiquy ggf dghgtg x kpugt3|
f K plu ggcp ramgx ggf cp xj gtgpgctd 1 g Ntgem x gpf gt j gx ropi
yqg gof jewgdggpjcpilpiguuipyg gk

Gvi ggo wdgtgrapfkpiwy ge cpigcerigef 3iJwgp ¢ o cmgpgdl 2
qp gd gut tgx kf ki dgeqo g c o ci pgulgt ko geul Ngp cK 31N 4 go qtg
fkagt grmquEy gtgxgtgcehgx | cuj cf gqugt 6 rgelg ko 4 go ENlgvpf ¢ m!
oqtghkp geu ycpxgtgrtg gpup y g vttqvpf ki rex plhgo dgg cpf cpu
woqy cpf rkgt 3

“We started to view seeds as tiny time-travelers.”
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Rcp ghygrrepuy cuj cwggo gtigf py g Q xp-Wy.l kwtdc peg
Qdhtcgt ctglirlgpagt rgelg 3 Xj g ctgy grrepu | cuy tkag lgnox koi
fkwtdcpe rlggcety sveng gt eqp uvedqp cednku 1 vej ¢ cppvcen
ogcfgx itc 1xk ku whu ghitggpgt y cucrrgct b weecpurqu 1cpf
gc wtp dreemx crpvulx j k] hgvtkj g gp tgef K g 3Xj cur gt k ugpeg cpf
wp fgpe witgx xjgtgy g xgtgplukpwkgf igu y go fg kpewf ¢ xggf
dvuy cd xj Ngp cpf Ugtegeq egrgdtcugy go 3

I[ ggf jeowgy g vrgtrgx gt ghdghpi kpetgf ldn griR vitelgpul Ugtegeq
ck3IXjg gpfqvufggr tqqulfggrgt ycpitc 1xjlke cnogx 4 go
rvmkp o qtgx cugt cp f pvutkgp u3F ctg vnulx gj vo cp f gpliupggf

x cugt gt lgtdk g 4y go 3
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A before-and-after composite photo shows the progress of a plot in a residential yard in Troy over a period of
about two months in 2018. %PVIFTZ PO FYU QPD 4FFE. TBY

N 75751y gctiku rrep wg gyr cpf Qo xp -WY.I kwtde peg Qe dgtc gt 1x Ky
hvty gt tg gcte] kg gkugo rgtcwtg 1k geurgwgnlcpf qy gt € cpig y cu
geevt 4y g gw urmu3Fnj qvij ki ¢ ocnRecrgrtglgeulgcej gr gpkpi
dtkoi k kjukp g crex pl rqupuenwy dgugt vrr gturgecngeqrgi 3

X gj kj n eqp ugnof 1gtp @ gpwenitc rexpjc crmpi jkugt pyg

Yp kgf ww 3Nixc rtgo quyf d gctn repf ecrgcete) kgeu vel ¢ Fpftgx
@emap | gxpkilxjqrtckgf cplvpdtgngp vtlcegghrex pd cpf 754 2
egp wt vdvtdcp f gwgrgr gt 3-Fdtcj co Qgwkwif gerctgf 4y cughcm

eqo o vpk tgcwtg 1paj kignglegpuldvy ¢ ove Wy gej cto cpf
dgevu ghy g kp fk venj go g epf |y gmgecriu ¢ x gnmgr urex p 3. Mvtf g
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gt tgx kf kp i rex p gp ¢ p algp crgwgn Umipervf g 4y gtgi viedgp gh
jgogaxpgc qelcugp cpfeklg | culpgtg K gpu hot 1 pgirgewf T rexp &

Ugtegegcp f Ngp ctgu kiuwge cpigy cuo gpweru xjgtgy g ecp3
1Ggecv gxgitgfgkpiy k ¢ ctulkucrgx v g ik kukpuy rceg kux qurf
poat qu gtxkgm jgtgkp y g Ypkof wuwy 1 Ngp  ck 31 Nwg dggp co ¢ df
y cukp dwvdgp xkj rexp ctgx krpi (gmguv the 4y go vr xjgpxghcog
kuc evir wtg3Nwg cng dggp gyekof ugwmmx kj rggr gcdgvuj gx 4 g gkn
k crigEp aulv uwgo ki x kj o ketqdg 1k geu lepf x gto 1dvucng x kj
g f qto cp ur centig ghrrep uky v ux ckdpi W dvt ukpug geh 1tggp
iqqf pg 1y cuecp dtgcy gcrgpi K gv 1dvki qgkilr tgwd g ggf cpf eqwgt
hgt popjvo cpcp b cnlcpfrrge vtgepf j genj dgpghu wv jvocp 3
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