
The Ultimate Garden Upgrade:

Create beautiful, sustainable, water-
saving landscapes with the help of
Metropolitan’s Turf Replacement
Program. The rebate starts at $3 per
square foot for residential and
commercial customers who remove
their grass and replace it with water-
efficient California Friendly  and
native plants. Plus, get an extra $100
per tree added to your project for a
maximum of five trees.

* Program funding is limited and
available on a first-come-first-serve
basis. Rebate amounts may vary by

Take your yard from meh
to YEAH! with rebates
starting at $3 per sq. ft.
of removed grass and
$100 per tree planted*.
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water agency and are subject to
change at any time.

Applications and rebate
program are managed by

SoCal Water$mart.

See Rebate Requirements >
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Rebate
Requirements
Overview

To qualify for the turf replacement and tree
rebate, a few design requirements must
be met.

Three California Friendly  plants per
100 square feet.

A stormwater retention feature to help
keep water in your yard when it rains.
Rock gardens and rain barrels are some
examples of sustainable elements you
can incorporate.

Permeable hardscapes that allow water
to flow through the surface and slowly
filter into the ground.

A water-efficient irrigation system such
as drip irrigation or overhead sprinklers
featuring high-efficiency rotating
sprinkler heads. Additional rebates are
available for water-efficient irrigation
systems. Visit SoCal Water$mart for
available rebates.

Trees must be planted within the turf
replacement project area.

Trees must be a minimum size of 15
gallons when purchased and planted.

Your new sustainable
landscape must include:

®

Qualifying trees must meet
the following requirements:
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Trees are expected to grow to at least 15-
feet tall and 10-feet wide at maturity.
This does not apply to edible fruit trees.

Fruit trees will only be rebated for
residential properties, not commercial.

Exclusions exist based on tree species.
For a list of excluded tree categories,
view program Terms and Conditions.

View Terms & Conditions

Tips &

Products
Rebates

Garden

Resources

Commercial

Programs

3/20/26, 3:15 PM Turf and Trees Program

https://www.bewaterwise.com/turf-replacement-program.html?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23014273585&gbraid=0AAAAADi8fUGEXHCRLiaixnJQlj-KTf2… 4/13

https://socalwatersmart.com/en/residential/rebates/available-rebates/turf-replacement-program/turf-replacement-terms-conditions/
https://www.bewaterwise.com/index.html
https://www.bewaterwise.com/tips-products.html
https://www.bewaterwise.com/tips-products.html
https://www.bewaterwise.com/rebates.html
https://www.bewaterwise.com/rebates.html
https://www.bewaterwise.com/garden.html
https://www.bewaterwise.com/garden.html
https://www.bewaterwise.com/commercial.html
https://www.bewaterwise.com/commercial.html


Any large project that requires
coordination amongst several areas
can feel chaotic without a plan. To
help guide you through the rebate
program process, we've created a
three phase list of recommended
actions. Review and follow these

steps and you'll be on your way to a
beautiful new waterwise landscape!

SIGN UP FOR A FREE
LANDSCAPE CLASS

Free virtual classes in landscape
design and irrigation are offered to
help you plant and maintain a beautiful
water-efficient landscape.

ESTIMATE YOUR REBATE

1
Get Inspired & Create a Plan

View classes >
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Use the SoCalWater$mart calculator to
determine your rebate amount based
on your location and the size of your
converted area.

YOU DON’T HAVE TO DO IT ALONE

A certified landscape professional can
help design your project and maximize
the efficiency of your irrigation system.

MAKE YOUR LANDSCAPE
DESIGN PLAN

Having a design plan will help you see
what’s possible. Try the Calscape
garden planner, developed by our
friends at the California Native Plant
Society, to visualize your design.

Estimate it >

Find a pro >

Go to the Garden Planner >
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DON’T TEAR OUT YOUR LAWN YET!

Before you begin your project or
remove any turf, you must apply for
and receive a reservation for a rebate
as part of the Turf Replacement
Application. After the reservation is
received and approved, you will have
180 days to complete the project.

SNAP PICTURES

Take at least five color photos of the
areas where you plan to remove turf.
Read the Turf Replacement Program
FAQ page for specific photo guidelines.

GRAB YOUR WATER BILL

Submit a photo or scanned copy of
your recent water bill.

2
Apply for Your Rebate Reservation

Read the FAQs >
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HAVE YOUR DESIGN PLAN READY

Make a simple drawing or sketch of
your project to show what changes you
will make to transform your landscape.

FILL OUT THE APPLICATION

Find the Turf Replacement Application
at SoCal Water$mart.

View a sample design plan >

Apply here >

REQUEST YOUR REBATE

You’re almost at the finish line. Once
you complete your project, request
your rebate by completing “Step 2:

3
Complete Your Project
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Rebate Application” of the Turf
Replacement Application.

You have joined the ranks of thousands of
Californian's doing their part to ensure we build a
sustainable water future for generations to come.

Now all that's left is to sit back and enjoy the
beautiful view of your new waterwise garden.

Congratulations!
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tools.
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Our helpful water-saving tools can
create a custom tailored watering
plan for your home and garden. Best
of all, they're free!

Take water savings to the
next level and become a
waterwise wizard.

Estimate Your
Outdoor Watering

Needs

Watering
Calculator

Calculate >

Get a Free

Water Use
Assessement

Register >
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Become a Garden
Guru

Waterwise
Landscaping

Classes

Find Schedules
>

Find an Expert

Certified
Landscapers

Locate >
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Bewaterwise.com  is property of The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California.

 Information regarding bewaterwise.com  privacy and accessibility policies are available on

the Metropolitans’ website mwdh2o.com at Privacy and Accessibility.

California Friendly  is a registered trademark of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern

California. Many of the flower and garden images are courtesy of the

Theodore Payne Foundation.

For information about water-saving rebates, please visit the SoCal WaterSmart Website or

call (888) 376-3314.

Experiencing technical issues with our website?

Let us know.

© 2025 The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
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