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Agenda
Ø About WaterNow Alliance
Ø OSG Program Background
Ø Brief Polls & Word Cloud
Ø OSG Program Eligibility & Priorities
Ø Wisconsin: State OSG Funding Methodology & 

Project Examples
Ø Audience Q&A
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PLEASE COMPLETE OUR 
WEBINAR EVALUATION!



OUR MISSION
A forum and network 
of local water leaders 
advancing sustainable, 
affordable, equitable 
and climate resilient 
water strategies
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WHAT DO WE MEAN 
BY SUSTAINABLE?

Providing safe, healthy, and 
affordable water services for 
people while preserving the 
integrity of water resources 
and the environment for future 
generations.



W H A T  D O  W E  M E A N  B Y  E Q U I T A B L E ?
Water equity means universal 

access to secure, affordable, safe, 

and healthy drinking water, and 

wastewater and stormwater 

management services. Equitable 

water infrastructure investment 

should support the long-term 

sustainability of our waterways, 

water systems, and utilities.



Sewer Overflow and 
Stormwater Reuse 

Municipal Grants Program 
(OSG)

Michael Goralczyk – Office of Wastewater Managment

Aug 2023



Background
u America’s Water Infrastructure Act (AWIA) of 2018 

reauthorized and expanded section 221 of the Clean 
Water Act which initiated the start of the OSG program

u In 2021, IIJA (BIL) amended the program to focus on 
small communities (10,000 pop. or less) and/or 
financially distressed communities

u The program uses an allotment formula to give states, 
DC, and territories an allotted percentage of the funds

u A state agency applies to EPA for their grant, and then 
uses the funds to make subgrants to municipalities for 
eligible projects.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 11
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TIME FOR A ZOOM POLL



Eligible Projects
u Treatment works to intercept, transport, control, 

treat, or reuse municipal combined sewer overflows, 
sanitary sewer overflows, or stormwater; and

u Any other measures to manage, reduce, treat, or 
recapture stormwater or subsurface drainage water 
eligible for assistance under section 1383(c) of this 
title.

u OSG is flexible!  It can support…
u Ongoing overflow or stormwater work (gray or green)

u Planning and design costs to get a project off the 
ground

u Disadvantaged communities and EJ initiatives

u Can be paired with CW SRF to reduce costs for the 
community

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 13



Eligible Projects cont.
u Eligible projects may include but are not limited to:

u  Separate sanitary and storm sewers

u  Downspout disconnection

u  Overflow tanks/tunnels

u  Infiltration/inflow correction

u  Conveyance infrastructure / Sewer Pipes

u  Street Sweepers

u  Vacuum trucks

u  Green Infrastructure

u  Constructed Wetlands

u    Establishment/restoration of urban tree canopy 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 14



Next Steps “Visioning” Discussion
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Eligible Projects (cont.)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 17

CWSRF OSG

Vast majority 
of Clean 
Water State 
Revolving 
Funds 
(CWSRF) 
projects are 
wastewater, 
which are 
not eligible 
for OSG

All OSG 
projects are 
CWSRF eligible



OSG Priorities
u States shall give priority to applicants that are:

u Financially distressed communities

u Implementing a long-term control plan for CSO or SSO

u Requesting funding for a project on the CWSRF Intended Use 
Plan (IUP)

u Alaskan Native Villages

u 20% Green Project Reserve Requirement – if no GPR 
projects ready to go, may still apply and submit a written 
plan on how you plan to target those going forward

u 25% to Rural (10k or less) and/or Financially Distressed 
Communities

u Another consideration: Projects that are Ready-to-
Proceed, as the Period of Performance is only 4 years.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 18



Cost Share Requirements

u Federal Share at 80% and Non federal at 20%

u Example: $100,000 project = $80,0000 fed/$20,000 state

u Potential Match Sources

u State Appropriations

u Private Sources – businesses and nonprofits

u In-Kind Services

u CWSRF Loans: projects using “recycled” or “reflow” funds

u States cannot require rural or disadvantaged applicants 
to provide the cost-share (must find another source)

u Cost share is reduced when awarding rural (10K pop or 
less) or disadvantaged communities (state defined)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 19



OSG Appropriations

u Each Fiscal Year (FY) appropriation is allocated across the 
states, DC, and the territories

u Future OSG appropriations are anticipated and reliant on 
the Congressional budget for the Federal government. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 20

FY20 FY21 FY22 FY23 Total

$28 M $40 M $43 M $50 M $161 M



Who to Contact?

u Interested municipalities can contact their state’s office for water infrastructure 
investments to learn about how their state is managing the OSG grant.

u Only municipalities may receive these funds for eligible projects, yet a municipality 
may collaborate with stormwater groups for support and guidance in stormwater 
management.  

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 21



Resources
u Program website (search for “EPA OSG”) 

https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf/sewer-overflow-and-
stormwater-reuse-municipal-grants-program 

u Implementation document 
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-
03/documents/osg_program_implementation_docume
nt.pdf

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 22
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Wisconsin’s OSG Funding 
Methodology

Corinne Johnson, Nonpoint Source Program Grant Manager
Jessiah Bennett, Regional Nonpoint Source Coordinator

August 30, 2023



Building the Methodology

• FFY 2020 & 2021 OSG allocations 
(total $1,229,000)
• Focused on stormwater projects
• Aligned with existing program(s)

• Try not to reinvent the wheel

Photo: Village of Fox Point, Wisconsin





OSG Sideboards

• At least 20% to green infrastructure, water and energy efficiency 
improvements
• At least 25% in rural and/or financially distressed communities
• Rural = <10,000 people
• “Financially distressed” considers SRF criteria

• Up to 4% towards administrative expenses
• Cost-share rate = at least 55%
• State allocation requires 20% non-federal match



Urban Nonpoint Source & Storm Water 
Management (UNPS) Grant Program
• Construction Grants
• Storm water runoff management practices
• 50% cost-share rate, $150,000 grant cap
• Grants to local governmental units

• Primarily municipal storm water permittees (MS4s)
• 2-year grant period
• Established application scoring & ranking process
• Funded with state bond revenue



Clean Water Fund Program 
Intended Use Plan (IUP) & OSG Workplan
• IUP provides “affordability criteria” for defining financially 

distressed communities – did not create new criteria for OSG
• FFY 2023 IUP incorporates OSG allocation plan & methodology
• OSG workplan incorporates allocation plan & methodology



Allocation/Award Results

• Co-funded 3 UNPS projects to 100% of estimated costs
• Met OSG requirements for funding green infrastructure, rural communities, 

and financially distressed communities
• Projects started at beginning of 2023

• $1,229,000 = OSG Funds
• UNPS Projects = $1,179,840
• Administration = $49,160

• $307,250 = UNPS State Funds (20% match)



FFY 2022 & 2023 OSG Allocations

• Awarded via CY 2025 UNPS-Construction Grants
• Applications due April 15, 2024

• Create/submit OSG workplan & grant application
• Update IUP as necessary
• Awarded UNPS projects start January 1, 2025



OSG Funded Urban Nonpoint Projects 
• Greener Healthier Schoolyards-Milwaukee German Immersion School

• $512,500 grant award to Milwaukee Public School District 
• Includes engineering/design, Bioretention for Infiltration, Vegetated Infiltration Swale, and 

permeable pavement 
• Located within the Milwaukee River TMDL watershed  

• Greener Healthier Schoolyards-Kluge Elementary
• $471,500 grant award to Milwaukee Public School District 
• Includes engineering/design, Bioretention for Infiltration, Vegetated Infiltration Swale, and 

permeable pavement
• Located within the Milwaukee River TMDL watershed   

• Slinger Speedway Stormwater Improvements 
• $553,485 grant award to Village of Slinger 
• Includes engineering/design, Bioretention for Infiltration, Vegetated Infiltration Swale, and 

catch basins 
• Located within the Rock River TMDL watershed









Greener, Healthier Schoolyards





Kluge Elementary Schoolyard



Stormwater Improvements



German Immersion Schoolyard



Stormwater Improvements





Corinne Johnson
Corinne.Johnson@wisconsin.gov

Jessiah Bennett
Jessiah.Bennett@wisconsin.gov
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AUDIENCE Q&A



JOIN THE 
ALLIANCE 

LEARN MORE AND SIGN UP

www.waternow.org/join-the-
leaders
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PLEASE COMPLETE OUR 
WEBINAR EVALUATION!



THANK YOU
FOR MORE INFORMATION EMAIL:

Goralczyk.Michael@epa.gov
Corinne.Johnson@wisconsin.gov
Jessiah.Bennett@wisconsin.gov
cak@waternow.org
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