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https://www.bensound.com/

You ask: 13:05

m . How do | use these awesome tools?

A Joshua Jones answered: 13:06
N You are already using one of the most awesome tools. We'll
! discuss the rest right away.
Housekeeping & How
()
to Ask Questions ‘

. ' Please input your question

| Send Anonymously

s . - ¥ L

Mute Chat Raise Hand Q&A
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SHEYDA ESNAASHARI YASMIN ZAERPOOR, Ph.D. SHANNON SPURLOCK
Drinking Water Program Director of Water Equity and Senior Researcher - Public
Director Climate Resilience Policy & Practice Uptake
River Network PolicyLink Pacific Institute
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Agenda

@esilience
> About WaterNow A Watarfow

> State Revolving Funds: What are they and what's L
changing with the BIL?

» Hypothetical: Identifying Pathways for Innovative
Water Infrastructure

> Audience Q&A

WATERNOW ALLIANCE



MEETING WATER CHALLENGES
WITH EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTED
INFRASTRUCTURE

August 17, 2022

kB 10:00 am - 11:00 am

REGISTER NOW

Location: | Online Webinar

K,

tap into
— <©ESI|I8I"ICQ
@ alliance A st

Alliance Initiative



‘ \ TRANSFORMATIVE WATER
\ LEADERSHIP ACADEMY
Great water utility leaders aren't born

they're developed.

I
ARG S APPLICATIONS
DUE SEPT. 15

‘}\ weerwors | @)% siiance  #TWLA23

Association




PLEASE COMPLETE OUR
WEBINAR EVALUATION!

waternow alliance

@® water leaders. resilient solutions.




WHO ARE WE?

A forum and network of local

water leaders advancin
waternow | .
. sustainable, affordable,
® alliance

._ . equitable and climate
water leaders. resilient solutions.
resilient water strategies

WATERNOW ALLIANCE




WHAT DO WE MEAN
BY SUSTAINABLE?

Providing safe, healthy, and
affordable water services for
people while preserving the
integrity of water resources
and the environment for future
generations.

waternow
@® alliance




WHAT DO WE MEAN BY EQUITABLE?

- L 3
“ @ By managing water A RS
. Wwhere it falls. ;

HHSD

Water equity means universal
access to secure, affordable, safe,
and healthy drinking water, and
wastewater and stormwater
management services. Equitable
water infrastructure investment
should support the long-term
sustainability of our waterways,

water systems, and utilities.

‘waternow cresullence
@ alliance Aae s




State Revolving Funds

Introduction, Opportunities and
Challenges




Why water infrastructure?

Historic underinvestment in BIPOC
communities

Water is unaffordable for roughly s of US
families




Why water infrastructure?

State and local government spending on water and wastewater utilities continued
to grow while federal spending declined since the 1980s

State and local covernmer nen m auch ac the federa avernment in 2014
State and loca governments spe 4 Times as much as e Tegeral governme AN

Water infrastructure
investment is necessary
for — access,
affordability, safety &
resilience




What is equitable investment in water infrastructure?

Directed by the community toward public health and
clean, safe, affordable, and accessible water:;

Supports low-income and communities of color most
at-risk from environmental harms and historic lack of
Investment; and

Supports the long-term sustainability of our
waterways, water systems, and utilities.



State Revolving Funds (SRFs)

m EPA assesses and

determines needs
Congress for states and

appropriates funding territories

- Largest source of federal funding for
water infrastructure

States match 20%
of allotment

- $%9% flow: Congress — US EPA — (everge
State and Tribal agencies — local
communities Revoluing

Funds (SRFs)
Clean Water (CWSRF) Drinking Water (DWSRF)

+ Community wator systoms
) 7Y {public and privately owned)
E//g ible Entities + Nonprofit, non-community water
system)




Eligible projects

Clean Water SRFs

Water infrastructure improvement
projects to ensure compliance
with the Clean Water Act (CWA).

Ex:

- Wastewater system
improvements

- Watershed protection
projects

- Green infrastructure
projects

Drinking Water SRF

Improvements in drinking water
systems to ensure they meet Safe
Drinking Water Act (SDWA)
regulations.

Ex:

- Improved drinking water
treatment

- Water infrastructure/pipe
replacement and installation

- Water storage



The Problem: SRFs have not reached communities In
most need of support

Historic lack of investment in water
infrastructure in communities most in need

- Small and rural communities
- Racially diverse communities (Black,
Indigenous and POC)




Barriers to equitable distribution of SRFs

e Limited financial capacity to access and pay back loans (states, communities);
X

Q}, Limited technical capacity to plan for projects and apply for SRFs
(states, service providers);

- Administrative barriers - e.g. definition of DAC; lack in
transparency of Intended Use Plan review;

8%  Lack of awareness and voice in process (communities).



Reducing barriers at the federal
level



What's new? Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)

President Biden’s

e Passed, Nov. 2021: Allocates historic levels of Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal is a
funding to SRFs of annual base once-in-a-generation
funding INVESTMENT IN

° BIL funds (2022-2026)

OUR NATION’S

INFRASTRUCTURE




Reducing financial barriers Oﬁ

of regular SRF
appropriations;
State match reduced to
as to

DACs



Reducing administrative barriers BIE

= to DACs (Justice40 Initiative)

- Guidance for states of
DACs and affordability criteria to better target
communities in need



Increasing technical capacity

- Technical assistance (TA
for both

CWSRF & DWSRF

- for new
Environmental Finance
Centers (EFCs

- Guidance on finding TA
support

PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN

BUILDING A
BETTER AMERICA

BUILD.GOV

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Technical Assistance Guide
Alist of federal resources to help communities deliver infrastructure projects

structure Law unlocks billions of dollars in
 Tribes, and local governments to makedume -in-a-

Blden Admm stration has put lobei.her this technical a
cross the country to navigate, access, and deploy infrastructure
fundmg that will build a better America.

In the past, too many communities have lacked the resourc:

transformative infrastructure opportunities. While there are many programs acre
federal government dedicated to technical ance, navigating the vast lands
programs and resources can be challenging for communities. To ease this burden, the
Biden Administration is committed to closing access gaj

opportunities transparent and available.

The Biden Administration has identified at least $700 million in dedi

across more than 65 federal technical as:

communities apply for and deploy federal infrastructure funding. This guide will help
communities navigate programs and resources that can help them deliver
transformative infrastructure projects, using the historic funding from the Biparti
Infrastructure Law.

Specifically, this guide provides a list of over 65 technical assistance resources and

projects. The guide is organized by types infrastructure investments such as
transportation, clean energy and power, high-speed internet, water, resilience, and
s b h

initiatives focused on specific communities and geographies as well as generally

EPA Announces Request for Applications for
$68M in Grant Funding to Support
Environmental Finance Centers

Selected Grantees will Provide Technical Assistance to Communities Across Amer

, clean air, toxic substance:

applications for locally
adm

EPAis inviting applications ce types o onmental Finance Centers:
gionally-focus; w hnical t to communities
the Bipartisan In g tha priority on antaged communiti
focused EF ort and EPA Headquarters; and
ironmental M

nts, and no

IER . under Funding Opportunity numbs
o later than Friday, J 11:59 PM (EDT) to by



Increasing awareness and resources to suppor

community engagement

-  EPAs playing a in helping states
and advocates navigate new provisions from BIL
- Thisisdue to a

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

D.C. 20460

March 8, 2022

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Implementation of the
of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law

FROM: Radhika Fox
Assistant Administrator [ \[_~"\—

TO: EPA Regional Water Division Directors
State SRF Program Managers

Overview

President Biden signed the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law on November 15, 2021. The law’s investment
in the water nothing short of transformational. It includes $50 billi Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) to strengthen the nation’s drinking water and wastewater systems — the sin;
largest investment in clean water that the ral government has ever made.

EPA is committed to a productive partnership with states, tribes, and territories to maximize the impact
ing urgent water challeng The majority of water
and Drinking Water State Revolvii
vater infrastructure investments, providing

This memorandum provides information and guidelines on how EPA will award and administer SRF
apitalization Grants appropriated to the State and Tribal Assi (STAG) account in the
frastructure Investment and
Jobs Act of 20217 (IUJA). The information is organized in the following manne;

* Implementation Memorandum. This memorandum reviews key priorities for SRF BIL
implementation. EPA Regional Water Divisions and Office of Water stand ready to work closely
with states, tribes, and territories to collaboratively accomplish these goals.

Attachment 1: BIL Funding Implementation. Attachment | provides detailed technical
information pertaining to program requirements for the five SRF funds through the BIL: CWSRF
General Supplemental Fund; "WSRF Emerging Contaminants Funding, DWSRF General

https://www.epa.gov/dwsrf/bipartisan-infrastructure-law-srf-memorandum



Reducing barriers at the
state level



Ongoing challenges: Administrative barriers

IUP review -> not a transparent process, technical, and time intensive

Broader system challenges in how SRFs are distributed and prioritized

(e.g..):
- DAC definition and use of affordability criteria

Existence of caps to how much a community can receive in terms of

grants versus loans;

up front matching requirement (even in the case of forgivable loans);



ur work

PolicyLink’'s Civic Engagement for
Equitable Infrastructure Project -
DWSRF analyses of CA, MI, and OR
SRF State Advocate Forum

Developing primers and trainings

SRF State Advocate Forum

ALLIANCE friv

‘ GREAT

AKES -

INNOVATION PollcyLil‘;k

Safe Water in Your Community:
Opportunities with New Federal Infrastructure Funding

Though it should be a human right, access to safe and affordable water is a struggle for
many. Investment in sustainable and resilient infrastructure is necessary to address
threats to water security: rising bills, contamination from lead and other pollutants, more
frequent flooding and sewer backups, all made worse by climate change.

The federal government recently released major water funding, yet access to these dollars
remains difficult for many, particularly rural, low-income and communities of color. We
need your voices — now more than ever — to advocate for your investing in safe water

in your community.

The new federal infrastructure funding
will flow through existing state programs,
called State Revolving Funds (SRFs).
These programs fund projects to address
many common water-related issues,
including:

Replacing lead service lines
Managing urban flooding and

stormwatter through green
\d infrostructure and nature-based
solutions.

§§,  Reducing water pollution from
hamful contaminants, such as
""" PFAS ond agricultural runoff

~.and much more!

grants to pay for local water infrostructure
projects.

Every fiscal yecr, states rork the project applcations
communities have submitted and decide whether to.

climatewaterequity.org

.

[river

NETWORK

connecting people saving rivers




Reducing barriers at the
local level



Opportunities for local leaders and utilities

- Raise awareness in the state about availability of BIL SRF funding.

- Increase community-level engagement in water infrastructure decision-making.

- Propose/plan “shovel-worthy” projects that will benefit underserved communities in your state (get
them on the IUPY).




Additional Questions?

Sheyda Esnaashari Yasmin Zaerpoor, PhD
Drinking Water Program Director, Director of Water Equity and Climate Resilience,
River Network PolicyLink
sesnaashari@rivernetwork.org WECR Caucus co-chair
www.rivernetwork.org yasmin@policylink.org

https://climatewaterequity.org/


mailto:yasmin@policylink.org

Creating & advancing solutions

to the world’s most pressing water challenges

Established in 1987, the
Pacific Institute creates and
advances solutions to the
world’s most pressing water
challenges.

Our vision is to create a world
In which society, the
economy, and the
environment have the water
they need to thrive now and
in the future.

pacinst.org | @PacificInstitut

PACIFIC
INSTITUTE



Defining A Multi-benefit Approach

The Multi-Benefit Framework for
Decision Making

To advance consideration of co-benefits,
the Pacific Institute collaborated with
public and private sector partners to
develop a framework to incorporate co-
benefits into water investment decisions.
By using this framework and
incorporating multiple benefits, water
managers can identify potential project
partners and co-funding opportunities
and modify project design to maximize
the value of their investments.

pacinst.org | @PacificInstitut

PACIFIC
INSTITUTE



Leveraging A Multi-benefit Approach

The Multi-benefit Framework
- Envision the project

- ldentify benefits & trade-offs to
consider

- Characterize key benefits & trade-
offs

- Inform decision making

For reference: https.//pacinst.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/06/Incorporating-
Multiple-Benefits-into-Water-

Projects Pacific-Institute- June-2020.pdf

pacinst.org | @PacificInstitut
PACIFIC

INSTITUTE



Weighty Issues: Prioritizing a Multi-benefit Approach

State:
California’s Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program

Colorado Water Plan Grant

Clean Water State Revolving Fund Program

Federal:
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) Loans

WaterSMART Water and Energy Efficiency Grants

pacinst.org | @PacificInstitut
PACIFIC

INSTITUTE



Case Study: Austin, TX

Scaling Green Stormwater Infrastructure Through
Multiple Benefits in Austin, TX FgureS1. Benefts o Reiwater Capurson Residenil Properis

The Rain Catcher Pilot Program (RCPP)

- Comprehensive effort to integrate and

leverage the City’s existing Green + § A ,.
Stormwater Infrastructure programs and ’Q W = TT7 ;
resources. s @‘ 1 1 e

- RCPP incorporates existing Watershed frr
Protection and Austin Water discounts, . =_—
rebates, capital funding, and educational Satce: Wetchd rocion Doparnat e Pl s
programs with the goal of increasing the e S S st ot e o
prevalence of cisterns and rain gardens i Bt s O T NSTITUTE

that achieve both stormwater management
and water conservation objectives.

pacinst.org | @PacificInstitut
PACIFIC

INSTITUTE



Case Study: Westminster, CO

Affordable Housing High-Efficiency
Water Fixture Upgrades

Key Drivers:
- Centering equity and affordability

- Securing a long-term water supply
for all customers

Outcomes:
- A 48% reduction of indoor water use

- ~$34,000 of reduced sewer bills for
the 12-month billing period and

~$31,000 of reduced water bills,
totaling $65,000 less on utility bills

pacinst.org | @PacificInstitut

PACIFIC
INSTITUTE
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Your source for practical, actionableinformation on decentralized water infrastructure

~—— is -

-

Get Started

— iy — .



Water Equity and Climate Resilience for Frontline

Communities

Find resources tailored to communities across the U.S. that face the first, and
worst, impacts of water management challenges, including poor water quality
and sanitation, flooding, and contamination and other impacts associated with
stormwater runoff—all of which are exacerbated by climate change—in the
Frontline Communities module.

https://tapin.waternow.org/toolkit/#frontline WATERNOW ALLIANCE




Water Equitable & Affordable Water Infrastructure Investments v

Welcome to the WaterNoy

first, anc _— : , "
- . Water utilities serving frontline communities not only face water management challenges, but also encounter
& contamil
-~

difficulties in accessing funding and financing mechanisms to invest in needed water infrastructure upgrades.
~ N’"" TheWat Frontline communities' special challenges accessing the funding required to invest in vital water infrastructure

o L B
all levels  range from for local water systems over the years, to
navigate these challenges that cannot afford the cost of needed infrastructure, leading to a
problems. Within this part smaller number of customers within the utility service area, and/or to apply

communities at the forefrr  for the grant and support programs that are available. The COVID-19 pandemic intensified these already pressing

issues as revenue losses hit urban areas hard.
There are 6 major section:
with localized Water Infr;  Click through the sub-sections below to learn about available federal and state grant and loan options for

Through Partnerships, an frontline communities and how to ensure inter-generational equity when making water infrastructure

ArcGIS-based portaltoca:  investments.

communities and Others Veoinn o vV UMl boo ey ! AVOldlng water Shutofrrs )

tapin.waternow.org/toolkit/#frontline

‘waternow @és‘iiience WATERNOW ALLIANCE

® alliance A et

Alliance Initiative




LEVERAGING SRFs FOR INNOVATIVE
WATER INFRASTRUCTURE SOLUTIONS

SRFs can fund /-Eligibility includes
green consumer incentive and
infrastructure, direct installation
water use < programs
efficiency, and » Innovative solutions may
environmentally include additional

innovative projects

KSU bsidization



Webinar: Leveraging SRFs

WaterNow's June 24, 2021, Leveraging State

Revolving Funds for Innovative Water

Infrastructure Investments webinar.
infrastructure needs.

Read more Read more

forty-year decline in federa

e Sewer Qver
Municipal C
« WaterSMAR

Water Finance Clearinghouse

EPA's Water Finance C'
database of informatic K
drinking water, wastev {3

‘Frontline Communities

ity to borrow as needed to invest in either
lit ratings mayv make the cost of borrowing

—
.everaging WaterSMART Grants for
nnovative Water Infrastructure
nvestments

i Grants

stors. There
/ns, utilities

State Revolving Fund Switchboard

Southwest Environmental Finance Center's
repository of information for all 51 state
revolving funds.

HUD Technical Assistance

Environmental Finance Centers Privatization Issues: Decision-Maker

Checklist

Access technical assistance resources to
learn how to leverage HUD funding for water
infrastructure investments.

Resources to help communities manage the
costs of environmental financing and
- program management.

High-level framework to identify the type of
public-private partnership best suited to a
public water utility's needs, and best
practices for evaluating service
arrangements.

Read more [

Read more Read more Read more




Ensuring Inter-Generational Equity v

Final
November 15, 2021

Prepared for the City/County Association of Governments of San Mateo County

& Int wew uld be borne by both
OO

0]0]0]0; bof

'B. its are enjoyed by
Jlic borrowing, often in
the form of mur

A Water Leaders Guide to Financing Funding & Financing

fl nance gra\/ Infl Localized Solutions

A water leader's guide to finance distributed A primer providing a-

bOndS; they USE@ infrastructure. understanding the di

funding and financing

re pa\/m ent Of th for these functions rr

I nfraStru Ctu re ls Equitable Infrastructure Toolkit Safe and Affordable Funding for Equity and Accelerating Cost-Effective Green

. Read more Read more Resilience Stormwater Infrastructure

I n Stead S h arEd t ' ' ' River Network's Equitable Infrastructure Learn more about California State Water Dive into this report from UC Berkeley to
Toolkit, a one-stop shop for guidance on Resources Control Board's Safe and learn lessons on cost and community
identifying factors that affect water Affordable Funding for Equity and Resilience effective and implementation of green
affordability, and an overview of water Program. stormwater infrastructure solutions.

infrastructure funding and financing.

Read more Read more Read more

N YA'A =




What are my financing options?

The financing sections cover

Bl

1]
v

Utility Costs & Revenue Sources

{e

Debt Financing Localized Infrastructure
ATH
@@@ Accessing state, federal, and philanthropic funding

Materials are revealed as you move through the Toolkit by clicking on the sections below. Under each tab you'll find an
overview of that topic, in-depth resources for download and further reading, explanatory videos, a searchable database,
example ordinances and agreements, and much more. Sort the All Resources library by “TIR Toolkit" if you're looking for

quick access to a specific resource.

WATERNOW ALLIANCE

https://tapin.waternow.org/toolkit/?item=debt







MEETING WATER CHALLENGES
WITH EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTED
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Great water utility leaders aren't born
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JOIN THE
ALLIANCE

LEARN MORE AND SIGN UP

www.waternow.org/join-the-leaders

WATERNOW ALLIANCE



http://www.waternow.org/join-the-leaders
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