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Agenda
Ø About WaterNow
Ø State Revolving Funds: What are they and what’s 

changing with the BIL? 
Ø Hypothetical: Identifying Pathways for Innovative 

Water Infrastructure 
Ø Audience Q&A
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MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS



APPLICATIONS 
DUE SEPT. 15



PLEASE COMPLETE OUR 
WEBINAR EVALUATION!



WHO ARE WE?
A forum and network of local 
water leaders advancing 
sustainable, affordable, 
equitable and climate 
resilient water strategies
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WHAT DO WE MEAN 
BY SUSTAINABLE?

Providing safe, healthy, and 
affordable water services for 
people while preserving the 
integrity of water resources 
and the environment for future 
generations.



W H AT  D O  W E  M E A N  B Y  E Q U I TA B L E ?
Water equity means universal 

access to secure, affordable, safe, 

and healthy drinking water, and 

wastewater and stormwater 

management services. Equitable 

water infrastructure investment 

should support the long-term 

sustainability of our waterways, 

water systems, and utilities.



State Revolving Funds

Introduction, Opportunities and 
Challenges



Why water infrastructure?

Historic underinvestment in BIPOC 
communities

Water is unaffordable for roughly ⅓ of US 
families



Why water infrastructure?

Water infrastructure 
investment is necessary 

for water equity – access, 
affordability, safety & 

resilience



What is equitable investment in water infrastructure?

- Directed by the community toward public health and 
clean, safe, affordable, and accessible water;

- Supports low-income and communities of color most 
at-risk from environmental harms and historic lack of 
investment; and

- Supports the long-term sustainability of our 
waterways, water systems, and utilities.



State Revolving Funds (SRFs)

- Largest source of federal funding for 
water infrastructure

- $$$ flow: Congress → US EPA → 
State and Tribal agencies → local 
communities 



Eligible projects

Clean Water SRFs

Water infrastructure improvement 
projects to ensure compliance 
with the Clean Water Act (CWA).

Ex:

- Wastewater system 
improvements

- Watershed protection 
projects

- Green infrastructure 
projects

Drinking Water SRF
Improvements in drinking water 
systems to ensure they meet Safe 
Drinking Water Act (SDWA) 
regulations.

Ex:

- Improved drinking water 
treatment

- Water infrastructure/pipe 
replacement and installation

- Water storage



The Problem: SRFs have not reached communities in 
most need of support

Historic lack of investment in water 
infrastructure in communities most in need

- Small and rural communities
- Racially diverse communities (Black, 

Indigenous and POC)



Barriers to equitable distribution of SRFs

Limited financial capacity to access and pay back loans (states, communities);

Limited technical capacity to plan for projects and apply for SRFs 
(states, service providers);

Administrative barriers - e.g. definition of DAC; lack in 
transparency of Intended Use Plan review; 

Lack of awareness and voice in process (communities).



Reducing barriers at the federal 
level



What’s new? Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)

● Passed, Nov. 2021: Allocates historic levels of 
funding ($43b) to SRFs on top of annual base 
funding

● 5 years to spend BIL funds (2022-2026)



Reducing financial barriers

- $43 b over 5 yrs on top of regular SRF 
appropriations;

- State match reduced to 10% for first 2 
years; 

- 49% as grants or forgivable loans to 
DACs



Reducing administrative barriers

- 40% of benefits to DACs (Justice40 Initiative)

- Guidance for states revising their definitions of 
DACs and affordability criteria to better target 
communities in need



Increasing technical capacity

- Technical assistance (TA) 
set asides (2%) for both
CWSRF & DWSRF 

- $68 million for new 
Environmental Finance 
Centers (EFCs)

- Guidance on finding TA 
support



Increasing awareness and resources to support 
community engagement

- EPA is playing a proactive role in helping states 
and advocates navigate new provisions from BIL

- This is due to a strong advocacy strategy

https://www.epa.gov/dwsrf/bipartisan-infrastructure-law-srf-memorandum



Reducing barriers at the 
state level



Ongoing challenges: Administrative barriers

- IUP review -> not a transparent process, technical, and time intensive

- Broader system challenges in how SRFs are distributed and prioritized 
(e.g…):

- DAC definition and use of affordability criteria 
- Existence of caps to how much a community can receive in terms of 

grants versus loans; 
- up front matching requirement (even in the case of forgivable loans); 



Our work

- PolicyLink’s Civic Engagement for 
Equitable Infrastructure Project -
DWSRF analyses of CA, MI, and OR

- SRF State Advocate Forum

- Developing primers and trainings



Reducing barriers at the 
local level



Opportunities for local leaders and utilities

- Raise awareness in the state about availability of BIL SRF funding.

- Increase community-level engagement in water infrastructure decision-making.

- Propose/plan “shovel-worthy” projects that will benefit underserved communities in your state (get 
them on the IUP!).



Additional Questions?

Sheyda Esnaashari

Drinking Water Program Director, 
River Network

sesnaashari@rivernetwork.org
www.rivernetwork.org

Yasmin Zaerpoor, PhD

Director of Water Equity and Climate Resilience, 
PolicyLink

WECR Caucus co-chair
yasmin@policylink.org

https://climatewaterequity.org/

mailto:yasmin@policylink.org


pacinst.org | @PacificInstitut

Creating & advancing solutions 
to the world’s most pressing water challenges

Established in 1987, the 
Pacific Institute creates and 
advances solutions to the 
world’s most pressing water 
challenges. 
Our vision is to create a world 
in which society, the 
economy, and the 
environment have the water 
they need to thrive now and 
in the future.



The Multi-Benefit Framework for 
Decision Making 
To advance consideration of co-benefits, 
the Pacific Institute collaborated with 
public and private sector partners to 
develop a framework to incorporate co-
benefits into water investment decisions. 
By using this framework and 
incorporating multiple benefits, water 
managers can identify potential project 
partners and co-funding opportunities 
and modify project design to maximize 
the value of their investments. 

pacinst.org | @PacificInstitut

Defining A Multi-benefit Approach



The Multi-benefit Framework
o Envision the project
o Identify benefits & trade-offs to 

consider
o Characterize key benefits & trade-

offs
o Inform decision making

For reference: https://pacinst.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/06/Incorporating-
Multiple-Benefits-into-Water-
Projects_Pacific-Institute-_June-2020.pdf

pacinst.org | @PacificInstitut

Leveraging A Multi-benefit Approach



pacinst.org | @PacificInstitut

Weighty Issues: Prioritizing a Multi-benefit Approach

State:
California’s Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program

Colorado Water Plan Grant

Clean Water State Revolving Fund Program

Federal:
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) Loans 

WaterSMART Water and Energy Efficiency Grants



Scaling Green Stormwater Infrastructure Through 
Multiple Benefits in Austin, TX
The Rain Catcher Pilot Program (RCPP)

o Comprehensive effort to integrate and 
leverage the City’s existing Green 
Stormwater Infrastructure  programs and 
resources.

o RCPP incorporates existing Watershed 
Protection and Austin Water discounts, 
rebates, capital funding, and educational 
programs with the goal of increasing the 
prevalence of cisterns and rain gardens 
that achieve both stormwater management 
and water conservation objectives.

pacinst.org | @PacificInstitut

Case Study: Austin, TX



Affordable Housing High-Efficiency 
Water Fixture Upgrades

Key Drivers:
o Centering equity and affordability
o Securing a long-term water supply 

for all customers
Outcomes:

o A 48% reduction of indoor water use
o ~$34,000 of reduced sewer bills for 

the 12-month billing period and 
~$31,000 of reduced water bills, 
totaling $65,000 less on utility bills

pacinst.org | @PacificInstitut

Case Study: Westminster, CO
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tapin.waternow.org/toolkit/#frontline
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• Eligibility includes 
consumer incentive and 
direct installation 
programs

• Innovative solutions may 
include additional 
subsidization

SRFs can fund 
green 

infrastructure, 
water use 

efficiency, and 
environmentally 

innovative projects

L E V E R AG I N G  S R F s  F O R  I N N O VAT I V E  
WAT E R  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  S O L U T I O N S
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A D D I T I O N A L  G R A N T  A N D  LOA N  O P T I O N S  
F O R  F R O N T L I N E  CO M M U N I T I E S

• American Rescue Plan Act
• WIFIA
• HUD Section 108
• Sewer Overflow and Stormwater Reuse 

Municipal Grants
• WaterSMART (for Western communities)
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E N S U R I N G  I N T E R G E N E R AT I O N A L  E Q U I T Y

• Match benefits with costs
• Share costs with current and future 

ratepayers
• Helps keep rates lower
• Supplements & extends centralized systems

W I T H  L O N G - T E R M  I N V E S T M E N T S  I N  
I N N O V A T I V E  S O L U T I O N S



W AT E R N O W  A L L I A N C E  W AT E R N O W  A L L I A N C E  https://tapin.waternow.org/toolkit/?item=debt



W AT E R N O W  A L L I A N C E  

AUDIENCE Q & A
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APPLICATIONS 
DUE SEPT. 15



JOIN THE 
ALLIANCE 

LEARN MORE AND SIGN UP

www.waternow.org/join-the-leaders
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THANK YOU
FOR MORE INFORMATION EMAIL
CAK@WATERNOW.ORG
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